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POLITICAL PROSPECTS IN IRAR
Prine ﬁiﬁta&ar‘lnasndaq‘s-esbiiat decree of 25 July pro-
vides for a popular vote on whether or not the present ¥ajlis,
the Iramiam parliament, is to be aissolved. In his natioawide
radio sddress om 27 July, the prise minister told the people

that they must choose beiween him snd the moribund Eajlis.

the referendus

is to be held soon, possibly as sarly as 5 August.

is taking ithis proposed action, which i= 1llegal since only
the shah has the constitutional right to dissolve the EMajlis,
the prime minister wilil have the full support of the Iranian
Cosmupnists, the Tudeh pariy, and its apparatus. The Tudeh bhas
campaigned agaisst the present Najlis and accuses it of beling @
tool of the imperialistic West. Thus, the prise mipister is
asgured of its support om this issue.

By comductipg the ponsecret ballot provided for in Mosssadeg's

decrec, his henchuwen, supported by the security forces, will be
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in a position to exert direct imfluence o the voters.
Accordisgly, there is 1ittle doudt that such & referendun will
approve the dissolution of the present Majlis,

¥hat may be expected theveafter? Simnce Nossadeg is cur-
rently operstisg under virtual dictatorial powers voted bim by
the Hajlis last sprisg--powers which will mot expire nntixv
Janusry 1984--he is in 8 positioe to rule alome. He has, however,
so far apparently beed sufficiently uasure of aimself to desire
that the Najliis share the responsibility for his decisions, Few
elactions cam accordimgly be anticipated.

Rigged elections are traditionally standard practice in Iram,
and sormslly several moaths are nesded to conduct the actual
balloting. During the iast elsctions for Najlis seats, the
Bossadeg governmsent used both legal and4iliosl1 meaps to ensure
the slection: of its candidates.

The present situatiom offers usique angles, bhowever, and

Nossadeq may not be able to secure a new Najlis which will be
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sore amemsble tham the present one. While the Communists will
mmrt him in the referendum, in 3 Majlis election it will
probably put up its ows caadidates. Iz view of the eover-
whelming® Tedeh deucnetration in Tehran oe 21 July, some of its
capdidates would be successful there., Im other cities, mb as
Isfahan, it might also be mmstu;. Tudeh candidates would
probably repressnt Mﬁ-ut-ﬁmt groups; they might even be
disguised and run under Sossadeq's bammer, In districts where
Tudeh stremgth is weak, its sppport would be thrown directly
to Wossadeq in order to defeat his opposition.

The prime minister also faces consideradle moderate and
rightist opposition groupsd loocsely around the shah and the royal
court. Tribal chiefs, army officers, the ianded geniry, asd
mluim‘” tnﬁtms upder the comtrol of lﬁll;h Eaghani might, -
if they were united, defeat Nossadeg. In the rural districts
they cam herdly be denied, apd their candtdates cam only be de-

festead through wholesale terrorism.

Approved For Release 2005/04/26 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000100060039-8



Approved For Release 200

Under any §1rnuultancan, several months will eslapse before
s Bajlis cam be returped to office., During this time the prise
mipister must carry os alose.

The pext Msjlis, if and whea it is ultimatiely assenbled,
gives po promise of solving Nossadeq's problems. He may smanipu~
late a somevhat larger group, but will have difficultly ig elimi-~
nating his.caasarvat111—nnd rightiat opposition, Ne will prob-
ably find a compact and determimed Tudeh Dbloc facing bim, ready
to support his anti-Sesters policles, prodding him on to nére
extremiat sction, and awaiting the day when they can take over.
Tudeh representation iz a Mossadeq cabdbinet is noi az impossibility.

Nossadeq has beem recestly reported as usdecided and ex-
tremely mervous, but, om anotker occasios, as convinced that the
people will support him fully. Nossadeq's personsl appeal and
bis almost miraculous ability to recoup should mot be overlooked;
on the other hand, Tudeh is the only political psrty im Iran

which has a sense of parpose and a clear dogtrime to offer.
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coumenting on the 21 July Tudeh demonstrations, the priwe
minister stated: "You cannot crush the will of the pecple--

look at what heppened in China.™
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